
PLOT 22

Get involved
• visit our website www.plot22.org

for more information

• sign up to our monthly newsletter to find 
out what’s coming up

• become a Friend of PLOT 22 and enjoy our 
Quiet Garden sessions

• get in touch: info@plot22.org or 
07717 467 862

Find your way 
Weald Allotments,
Weald Avenue,
Hove,
BN3 7JN

Walking: 50 mins from Churchill Square 

Bicycle: 10-20 mins from Churchill Square

Bus: Number 5 or 5a

Train: Nearest station is Aldrington

Car: Limited free parking on site and nearby

Illustrations by Angela McKay
Leaflet kindly funded by The Homity Trust

"Could it be possible that a 
landscape might have a deep 
friendship with you? That it could 
sense your presence and feel the 
care you extend towards it?"

John O'Donohue

A place to be with the 
land in community
Welcome to PLOT 22. We are a community of 
volunteers with an allotment garden on the 
Weald Allotments, Hove. We provide communal 
gardening, outdoor cooking and crafting 
opportunities for many local residents, families 
and groups. This can help build friendships and 
deepen our sense of connection with the 
natural world. For everyone who contributes it 
offers a place of shared belonging and endeav-
our. Some people find it very therapeutic, many 
have called it a haven. We’ve been operating as 
a community project since 
October 2010 and a 
charity since January 
2016.

Our projects in 2018

 • Community Sun-
days, all welcome

 • Dementia Inclusive 
Gardening

 • Grow & Play, parents and pre-schoolers

 • Lady Garden, women

 • Thyme & Space for Survivors

Several community partners also run thera-
peutic sessions here

 • Touchbase, supporting children with rela-
tional trauma and loss

 • The Martlets Hospice,
Men’s Bereavement Group

 • Soil and Soul
Brighton Centre for Spirituality

Our approach
PLOT 22 was founded and is maintained by 
volunteers. Some volunteers have raised funds 
to host projects for specific groups, others 
attend regularly to care for the garden or 
support behind the scenes. We believe 
everyone has something to contribute and look 
for ways to encourage and develop this. We 
welcome new and resourceful ideas that will 
help us open the plot to more people and we 
spend time reflecting on what structures and 
coordination needs to be in place to handle 
change and complex situations.

Garden sessions and projects 
are now led by 
members of our 
Circle Team who 
know PLOT 22 
well and meet 
regularly for 
support and to 
make decisions 
collaboratively. This way 
we benefit from our range of skills and different 
approaches yet retain a shared purpose. It also 
spreads responsibility for sustaining PLOT 22 
across many shoulders. 

PLOT 22 founder, Emma Houldsworth 
coordinates the organisation and our 
relationship with community partners. She 
supports the Circle Team and acts as a main 
contact. The Trustees support Emma and 
ensure we meet our charitable aims.

You can support this work by becoming a 
Friend of PLOT 22. Find out more at plot22.org

What’s here
PLOT 22 is small, but you can’t see it all when 
you first enter through the gate. So you must 
follow a path that leads under roses; past 
vegetables; herb beds and a rockery; through 
archways of fruit trees; to the secluded fire 
circle; trestle table and wooden cabin. If the 
stove is lit perhaps you will smell wood smoke 
first. The pond, clay oven and quiet seating 
place reveal themselves after further 
exploration. Around the corner, under a grape 
vine, and out past another pond, the path 
continues in a meandering curve through more 
vegetable beds and greenhouses towards a 
sunny seating spot by a large Ash stump which 
still throws up new branches. 

Back near the 
entrance, a 
narrower brick 
path marks 
two large 
interlocking 
circles, planted 
with herbs, 
vegetables and 
flowers. This lines of this path draw the shared 
place or common ground between; people and 
place, spirit and matter, life and death, mind 
and body, you and me, and the alchemy that 
emerges in the connection.

So, we try to tread gently as we work together 
and pay attention to what emerges over time, 
observing that it’s mostly a process of shared 
discovery rather than design. 

We believe 
• gardening is deeply good for us. The land 

reflects our care for it back to us. We experi-
ence the beauty and complexity of the 
natural world and it nourishes our souls.

• good things happen through connection. 
As the seasons pass and we get to know this 
land and the people we’re gardening along-
side, new understandings, ideas and possi-
bilities emerge.

• we can all make a difference. Permaculture 
and organic gardening methods are practical 
actions we can take to 
counterbalance all 
the negative 
messages 
about our 
impact on 
the planet.

• everyone 
needs a place 
to put down 
roots.  When we help 
care for a place it helps us belong and feel 
less isolated. Seeing flowers emerge in 
spring from dry bulbs planted in autumn is 
profoundly encouraging. PLOT 22 makes 
urban land stewardship possible (not over-
whelming, limited by finances or time).

• we experience abundance: It’s here all 
around us: too many courgettes; over-
flowing rain water butts. There’s abundance 
to be found through friendships forged here 
and skills and in the talents shared too.
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